Thus this collective volume contextualises in a differentiated manner concepts such as 'communist'/'socialist', 'liberal democracy', or the 'homeland' a refugee might have the right to return to. Moreover, the authors do not shy away from using and explaining more complex concepts such as 'conditioned citizen' and 'minority regimes'. They clearly avoid buzzwords such as 'transition' as a label for the postsocialist space. In sum, the volume builds on the existing literature of the region and, by focusing on ethnic minority questions, contributes to the advancement of studying critically the political spaces and the (re-) formation of power relations in Europe. The political system of Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) is often described as one of the most complex in the world. Established after a four-year-long war, as part of a comprehensive peace agreement, the political system of the country is based on power sharing but includes contradictory elements that incentivise confrontational politics. At the same time the region of Southeastern Europe is currently once again in the international limelight due to increased authoritarian practices, European Union enlargement prospects, and renewed geopolitical contests. A volume that attempts to portray the entirety of the political system of BiH is therefore more than welcome.
Ioana Vrăbiescu (Amsterdam)
Tobias
The edited volume Das politische System
Bosnien und Herzegowinas is such an attempt, directed towards a German-reading audience. It consists of an introductory and ten thematic chapters. The editors, Tobias Flessenkemper and Nicolas Moll, have brought together nine further scholars who focus on BiH from both an academic and practitioners' perspective. The interests of these scholars span across several academic disciplines, including political science, history, religious studies, civil society studies, educational studies, and economics. The editors make this extensive focus clear in their introduction by portraying the volume as a broad overview of BiH and its political system today that is intended for a wide audience, as well as being a contribution to European applied geography (europäische Landeskunde). Written in German and with explicit reference to previous German language literature on Southeastern Europe, the book is meant to meet the demand for academic scholarship on BiH in light of renewed interest of the country in German, Austrian, and Swiss politics.
In the first chapter, Moll provides a historical overview on the tumultuous past of the territory, its people and state institutions, over the past few hundred years. He aims to provide an understanding of historically competing views of what Bosnia and Herzegovina means as a country and who its people are. With a deep understanding of the country, he portrays the essence of politics in BiH as constitutional politics (Verfassungspolitik), a struggle to regulate spheres of influence among the main ethnic groups. In this sense he rejects the notion that conflict among ethnic groups in BiH is evidence of grievance and hatred but rather as an ongoing competition over power and resources. In fact, reference to historical forms of group accommodation in BiH can open the readers' eyes to see beyond the current political system of consociational democracy and point to power sharing as a historical mode of governance.
The following chapters Three to Five focus on various elements of the political system, including an overview of the consociational institutions, federalism and multilevel governance, the legislature, and the role of political parties. This set of chapters introduces the reader to many political institutions and processes in BiH. Besides providing extensive information, the focus of each chapter, when read in conjunction, portrays the multiple levels of complexity that exist within the political system. For readers unfamiliar with politics in BiH this is invaluable information, although specialists may find some (not all) chapters trivial due to their primarily descriptive character.
Chapters Six to Ten address a number of cross-cutting issues. These include religion, education, culture, civil society, and economy. In general, several of the chapters provide very interesting background information and are useful for readers to gain a deeper understanding of how the country works. Examples thereof are the point that religion is the primary mechanism for social differentiation (primärer Ordnungsmechanismus), or the insight into structural weaknesses and specific advantages of the country's economy. Other chapters on cross-cutting issues are less valuable either due to a narrow focus on technical descriptions of policies across sub-state administrative frameworks and lack of argumentative focus, or because they are not well integrated into the flow of the volume. Again, most of the chapters provide little new information for specialists but can be valuable (or at least interesting) for readers unfamiliar with BiH.
The final chapter by Solveig Richter ties into the subtitle of the volume and explores the relation of BiH with the European Union starting from an inglorious past towards a more promising (but anxious) future. She accurately points out that the European Union and its member states are inevitably tied to BiH, and that this will not change. The policies stemming from this linkage are less clear. In her words, BiH was and still is an experimental field for EU foreign policy. At the same time, BiH is the ultimate test whether conditionality linked to a credible EU accession perspective can achieve political change under most difficult circumstances.
In general, the book's aim is to answer five complex and interlinked questions about Bosnia and Herzegovina. These are about the constitution and state institutions; the legacy of war and reconciliation; ethnona tional territorialism; governmental complexity and inclusion; and the possibilities for institutional reform and EU integration. Most chapters manage to address one or several of these questions. Nevertheless, without a dialogue among the contributions on causes of complexity and potential for reform, readers are left wondering why any of these questions matter. The single most important and divisive issue, the question of what Bosnia and Herzegovina is and what it should become, is not emphasised thoroughly throughout.
A final word must be said about omissions from this volume. Several topics that are crucial to gain a full understanding of the political system of BiH are not discussed in detail. For example, the judiciary and the rule of law are not given enough consideration even though this has proven to be one of the weakest aspects of governance. Other neglected topics are the divided media and the dominance of the executive among the power-sharing governance entities.
Even with these shortcomings, the volume edited by Flessenkemper and Moll is a valuable contribution meant for a general and German-reading audience. As the editors point out in the introduction, their book aims to provide an introductory and broad read that is primarily meant for people unfamiliar with BiH. Policy makers and students with an interest in the politics of the region will find an easily accessible volume that will give them a basic understanding of Bosnia and Herzegovina, its institutional complexity, and socioeconomic background. The Balkans have been one of the more critical geographies of migration flows. The area has experienced numerous invasions, occupations, reigns, and disintegrations in its history, bringing new populations to the region and pushing away others. The Ottoman Empire during its five-hundred-year reign was the last regime that united the area politically. The disintegration of the empire, the rise of nationalist movements and nation state formations forced people to leave their places of origin more than ever before in history.
Similarly, the collapse of the state socialist regimes in 1989 and the disintegration of Yugoslavia in the 1990s caused migration and refugee movements once more. Although there is no clear-cut differentiation possible between identity-based and economically driven migration, the ethnic, religious, or linguistic character of the warinduced demographic changes of the 1990s has more recently changed towards more economically driven migration. Over the last years, the civil war in Syria and the flight of civilians towards Turkey and, through the Balkans, towards Western European countries has brought a reminder of how post-Ottoman landscapes remain connected culturally and geographically on the one hand, and that neither visa restrictions nor physical barriers can prevent migration from happening, on the other.
This book is co-edited by Hans Vermeulen, Martin Baldwin-Edwards and Riki van Boeschoten. It surveys the migration movements in the Balkans from historical, political, economic, sociological, and anthropological perspectives. The geographical focus of the book is the ancient road of Via Egnatia, which runs from contemporary Istanbul, Turkey, to Durrës, Albania, through the lands of modern Turkey, Greece, and Macedonia. Aside from the first introductory chapter, nine further chapters deal with different aspects of migration both in the contemporary countries and the historic regions around the Via Egnatia from different disciplinary lenses.
The book was designed with a chronological flow. It starts with the Ottoman era types of migration and continues with the effects of the late Ottoman as well as nineteenth and twentieth century Balkan nation building efforts on the movements of people. Subsequent chapters concentrate on the effects of the Cold War era, the post-1989 developments, and finally on the impact of the recent global demand for cheap labour and the EU accession process.
In their introduction, the editors provide a concise history of migratory movements in the Balkans. They argue that population movements during the Ottoman period contributed to the ethnic, religious, and lin-
